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Farragut is recalled, the failure or omission to take the
city will be imputed to the Navy Department. Besides, to
withdraw Farragut and place him in the North Atlantic
Squadron will be to advertise our object, and cause the
Rebels to prepare for the work of defense. These and other
considerations have weight, and prevent me from acting.
It is important, however, that the port of Wilmington
should be closed, and no effort should be spared to secure
that object. Stantoft expressed himself willing in our last
conversation but doubted if General Grant could be
brought into the movement just now, and was, I saw, dis-
inclined himself to advise or recommend the measure.
Have had some talk with Fox and sent him to urge Halleck
and Stanton. He had an errand to perform with the Pre-
sident and proposed to open the subject to him also. As I
had done so several times, and always found the President
willing, and on the last two or three occasions solicitous,
yet, like Stanton, deferring to Grant, I thought well of the
proposition. It was suggested that Gillmore was at leisure
or would be a good officer to command in such an expedi-
tion. I have a good opinion of Gillmore as a second officer
and as an engineer or artillery officer, but his skill and
strength in other respects and particularly in organizing
and controlling men and planning and carrying out de-
tails of an important movement as chief are questionable,
and therefore, I should, unless satisfied by competent men
who know him better than I do, hesitate in regard to his
selection. This is pretty plain and direct work, and he
may succeed. Stanton has agreed to send for Gillmore and
get his views. In some proposed changes of our squadron
commands I find embarrassments. This one of taking
Farragut from the West Gulf and transferring him to the
North Atlantic is one. It will be a right and proper measure
at the right time. But who shall succeed him? Dahlgren
has asked to be relieved of his present command, which he
earnestly sought, but I am doubtful about giving him the
Western Gulf. Though I do not question his courage,